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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 are currently pending in the application. 

Objections to the Drawing 

2. The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing 
to facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a 
drawing under 37 CFR 1.81(c). No new matter may be introduced in the 
required drawing. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing 
to facilitate understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a 
drawing under 37 CFR 1.81. No new matter may be introduced in the required 
drawing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 6 & 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Regarding claims 6 & 1 1, the phrase "such as" renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are 
part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Valadez (US 4969991). 

As to claim 1 , Valadez in, Water purifying and dispensing system, 
discloses having the claimed a data carrier met by controller (Col. 5, Lines 7- 
12); code relating to an operation of water treatment apparatus read on Col. 5, 
Lines 8-12. 

As to claim 2, Valadez further discloses the pass key is programmable 
read on Col. 5, Lines 1-10. 

As to claim 3, Valadez discloses the operation comprises filtration, 
sanitization or recirculation read on Col. 5, Lines 40-48. 

As to claim 5, Valadez discloses the pass key includes a memory read on 
Col. 7, Lines 1-8. 
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As to claim 6, Valadez discloses the pass key contains data relating to 
the water treatment apparatus read on Col. 5, Lines 13-20. 

As to claim 7, Valadez discloses the pass key is time coded read on Col. 

6. Lines 62-64. 

As to claim 8, Valadez discloses a water treatment apparatus adapted to 
receive and read the pass key read Col. 7, Lines 42-50. 

As to claim 13, Valadez discloses operations of the water treatment 
apparatus are only operable by conjunction of a programmable pass key read 
on 0036; pass key having the code adapted to operate each operation read on 
Col. 5, Line 55 - Col. 6, Line 6. 

As to claim 14, Valadez discloses the one or more operations comprise 
filtration, sanitization and/or recirculation read on Col. 2, Lines 57 - Col. 3, 
Lines 7. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 4 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Valadez in view of Defosse (US 2003/0003865). 
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As to claim 4, Valadez discloses all claimed limitations except a multiple 
access points. However, Defosse, in the same field of endeavor, teaches the 
water treatment apparatus has multiple access points read on J 0022, Lines 
12-16 & Tf 0029, Lines 1-3. The artisan recognizes the obviousness of a 
wireless interface module interfaces a machine control system, such as a 
vending machine controller, a water treatment, and copy machine and fountain 
beverage controllers with one of plural wireless networks through one of plural 
coupled wireless transceivers. Communication between geographically 
distributed devices with a wireless or wired communication tags and a desired 
wireless network or multiple access points are supported by coupling a 
transceiver associated with the desired network to the wireless interface 
module or a physical connection through wire. Communication using wire 
connection, advantageously provides flexibility in selecting from one of plural 
wireless networks for distributed machines listed above so that communication 
between the control system and a distal operating center is supported over a 
preferred wireless network through a standardized wireless interface module 
incorporated in the machine by changing the wireless transceiver coupled to 
the wireless interface module. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to incorporate the Method and system for interfacing a 
machine controller and a wireless network of Defosse into Valadez in order to 
provide flexibility in selecting from one of plural wireless networks for 
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distributed machines listed above so that communication between the control 
system and a distal operating center is supported over a preferred wireless 
network through a standardized wireless interface module incorporated in the 
machine by changing the wireless transceiver coupled to the wireless interface 
module. 

As to claim 9, the claim is interpreted and rejected as to claim 8. 

As to claim 10, Valadez discloses the pass key includes electronic circuits 
which can communicate with electronic circuits within the water treatment 
apparatus read on Col. 5, Lines 55 - Col 6, Line 6. 

As to claim 1 1 , Valadez discloses electronic circuits communicate via 
transmittable waveforms read on | 0022. 

The artisan recognizes the obviousness of transmitting using wireless 
connection. One important technical advantage is that machines are easily 
distributed over geographical regions with wireless communications that are 
compatible with different wireless communications systems operable in the 
geographical regions. The wireless interface module is embedded in the 
machine to communicate with the machines internal components, such as by 
inserting the wireless interface module into a slot of a machine's mother board 
or controller. Different wireless transceivers are then available to interface with 
the wireless interface module so that the transceiver most compatible with the 
geographic region is installed into the machine. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time of invention to incorporate the Method and system for interfacing a 
machine controller and a wireless network of Defosse into Valadez in order to 
allow the embedding of an integrated wireless communication system into 
distributed industrial and commercial machines, such as vending machines, 
with reduced cost and increased reliability, (| 0013). 

As to claim 12, Valadez discloses the electronic circuits communicate by 
physical contact read on read on Col. 5, Lines 55 - Col 6, Line 6. 

Citation of Other Prior Arts 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Jornitz disclosed in, Device and method for 
monitoring the integrity of filtering installations, (US 2004/0256328), 
Baumfalk disclosed in device method and computer program product for 
carrying out integrity test on filter elements, (US 7281409), and Den Dekker 
disclosed in assembly of filter apparatus and replaceable filter; and filtering 
apparatus and filter for use therein, (US 5674381). 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Fekadeselassie Girma whose telephone 
number is (571) 270-5886. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
thru Friday, 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/FG/ 

/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



